Three Commanders-in-Chief        121

Coleridge Grove devilled) prepared for the Cabinet
their famous memorandum which completely knocked
out the Channel tunnel scheme.

It was as astounding as it was exasperating to hear
Wolsoley year in year out virulently abused by men of
his own cloth, and to hear attributed to him, without the
smallest justification, articles in newspapers and reviews
with which he had no sort of connexion. Had he been
young and at his best in 1914 things might have gone
very differently.

When Lord Roberts came to the War Office as com-
mander-in-chief I had migrated from my old room to
that of the Assistant Under-Secretary of State, that
being the appointment I then held. On this account I
saw little of him, He viewed me with considerable sus-
picion, knowing me to have been a Wolseleyite* and I
rather resented his attitude, which was that of one
specially selected by Providence to clean out an extra
foul Augean stable. Later on, when we got to know
each other well, we got on famously, and he most
courteously went out of his way on my return from
India to call on me, and expressed great pleasure at my
attitude towards Indians during my tenure of office as
Finance Minister.

We once fell foul of each other at the War Office,
and it was over a tabby cat,

The housekeeper at the War Office possessed a very
fine and most attractive tabby cat* I loved cats as much
as Roberts abhorred them. The cat was as usual
coming up to my room at tea-time to get his saucer of
milk, when unfortunately Bobs nearly fell over him 00